







June 4, 2008

	The Honorable Michael Morrissey

	Senate Chairman

	Joint Committee on Telecommunications,
   Utilities and Energy

	State House, Room 413-D

	Boston, MA  02133

	


Dear Senator Morrissey,


I write as a supporter of the Massachusetts Interfaith Climate Action Network efforts to pass legislation to stop climate warming.  The Massachusetts Interfaith Climate Action Network applauds you and your colleagues for your work in developing and advancing far-reaching and timely energy legislation in House 4373, An Act Relative to Green Communities, and Senate 2468, An Act to Generate Renewable Energy and Efficiency Now.  Notably, both the House and Senate versions of this legislation are expected to aid the Commonwealth in its transition to safe, clean, renewable energy and high levels of energy efficiency. We encourage the committee to ensure that this legislation adheres to MICAN’s environmental principles by:

· Prioritize efficiency with funding and programs that reduce energy needs and costs. 

· Prioritize clean, safe, renewable energy sources

· Eliminate or minimize subsidies for fossil fuel-related and nuclear energy production.

Because some key differences remain between the House and Senate bills, and because the reconciliation of the two bills may have significant environmental and economic consequences, we would like to offer our recommendations for integrating the different versions. We wish to highlight three that have particular significance and fall within the MICAN pledge:


 ▪  To avoid providing incentives for technologies that would increase greenhouse gas emissions, the committee should adopt reasonable emissions standards for alternative energy technologies in the Alternative Energy Portfolio Standard as set forth in §15 of the Senate bill. Require all ratepayer funds to go to truly renewable energy. The Alternative Portfolio Standard should not include coal gasifcation without carbon capture and sequestration. The AEPS should also protect public health and not include support for “alternative paper-derived fuel sources.”  This would include amalgamated paper cubes that, when combusted to produce energy, result in dangerous dioxin emissions. 


▪  To maximize the benefits of energy efficiency and demand resources while lowering customer costs, it is important to preserve the program funding streams (including RGGI, Forward Capacity Market and NOx revenues) as set forth in §8 of the House bill. Prioritize efficiency and cut global warming pollution and save consumers money.  Accomplishes this by requiring electric and gas utilities to first capture all energy efficiency and demand reduction resources that are cost effective. 


▪  To maximize building efficiency, it is important to adopt the International Energy Conservation Codes (IECC) for state-wide building codes. This will ensure that buildings in Massachusetts use less energy now and into the future, resulting in reduced global warming pollution and lower energy costs. 

▪  To create a home energy scoring program. The program will add energy efficiency to the equation for buyers and sellers of single-family homes. It is important to retain it as an actual program and not merely a study. 


Our various faiths call us to serve and protect what God has created. I join MICAN in the belief that we will stir and awaken the hearts and minds of others so that our abuse and exploitation of the earth will cease. We believe that global warming is a pressing moral issue we cannot ignore and that religious, political and business leaders and public servants need to build partnerships to resolve stop it.  

Sincerely,

Address:____________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

