Resources

WHY FORM A UU STATEWIDE ADVOCACY NETWORK

1. Historic, religious, and political reasons

2. Provides opportunities to develop relationships which cross class/race lines

3. Develops UU leadership for social change:  develop the leadership skills of UUs interested in learning about and acting on community organizing, issue advocacy, public policy processes, and systemic change

4. Raises the level of awareness among UUs about the current issues and how they can make a difference

5. Provides a religious grounding for addressing social justice issues 

6. Coordinates existing social action programs in UU churches and encourage communication among those leading these programs to make them more effective.

7. Raises public awareness of Unitarian Universalism and potentially attract new members

8. UUs working together for social justice can be a powerful tool for change

PURPOSE OF A UU STATEWIDE ADVOCACY NETWORK

1. Be a voice of a liberal progressive religion on advocacy issues

2. Alert, educate, activate, coordinate and facilitate a state-wide UU base to take action on legislative issues

3. Share knowledge and experience

4. Influence public policy

5. Use our advocacy work to foster our own spiritual growth

6. Collaborate with other networks and coalitions and create long term relationships which expands our reach and influence

7. Promote the network’s social justice mission and advocacy priorities with UU congregations and members as well as members of the legislature and other advocacy organizations.  

8.  Train and empower UUs to use their voices to influence public policy, especially those in small UU congregations or far from the state capitals who can feel isolated from legislative activities

9. Promote coordination of ideas on how to effectively do community services as a form of justice

10.  Offer opportunities for UUs to celebrate, commiserate together, build community and foster hope

11. Create youth and young adults opportunities to enter “real world” work on issues of deep concern
