Sample Mission Statements and Visions

California

UULM California is a statewide justice ministry that serves to empower the moral voice of Unitarian Universalist values in the public arena. Guided by Unitarian Universalist principles, the Ministry seeks to develop the skills of civic engagement that we may educate, organize, and advocate for public policies that:

· uphold the worth and dignity of every person

· further justice, equity, and compassion in human relations

· ensure use of the democratic process

·  protect religious freedom

· promote respect for the interdependent web of all existence

Charitable activity is a familiar and important part of a religious life. However, when poverty, environmental degradation, inequitable access to health care, and higher education are part of the structures of society, rather than unforeseen exceptions, then we know that charity is not enough. Our faith calls us to change policies and structures that inhibit human development, harm the environment, and destroy communities. We are called to educate and organize for justice.

We seek to build a statewide education and advocacy network that:

· is anchored in our UU faith, and informed by its history and principles

· shares information and policy expertise, particularly from member UUs

· can inspire and mobilize coordinated action through a network of mutual support and accountability

· trains new leadership, with special attention to involvement of youth and young adults

· is celebratory, sustainable, and fun

· raises the visibility of Unitarian Universalism and its values to policy makers and the larger community

Maryland

The Mission of the UULM-MD is to provide a consistent, coherent voice for UU principles and traditions in the discussions on public policy issues in MD and facilitate effective UU witness on priority issues in partnership with other groups.  We are addressing this vision by alerting, educating, activating and facilitating our UU base to address priority issues.

Massachusetts

We are a statewide network of ministers and lay members representing Massachusetts Unitarian Universalist churches and fellowships. Our mission is to mobilize Unitarian Universalists individually and congregationally to take action in support of Unitarian Universalist principles for a more just, equitable and compassionate Commonwealth.  


Michigan

MUUSJA is a statewide network of people including representatives of Michigan UU churches and fellowships, who work together for justice.  Our mission is to foster the worth and dignity of people by promoting social justice and community activities.  Our goals are to 

· Motivate – Encourage UUs and others to make justice happen

· Educate – Inform and train members on issues and events

· Activate – Encourage UUs and others in Justice activities

· Create – Influence policy makers to take progressive stands on justice issues

· Collaborate – Work with other justice organizations, including interfaith groups.
New York

Interfaith Impact of New York State is the progressive religious community's united voice for social change in New York State. We advocate for justice together so that our voice may be heard clearly. We speak especially for those left behind at society's margins. We engage policy primarily through contacts with people of faith statewide, encouraging your faith community to become active in public advocacy.

Washington

Washington State UU Voices for Justice seeks to empower Unitarian Universalists in Washington State to give voice to our values in the political arena.   We strive to:

· Create a politically informed statewide network

· Maintain a regular and effective UU presence in the legislative process

· Promote clear priorities and focused, effective statewide action

· Do our part to create a just and sustainable world community

