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Facilitator -  Rev. John Buehrens, Minister of First Parish of Needham, MA, former President of the UUA and Chair of the Steering Committee for the Freedom to Marry

·         In California, effectiveness in all areas of social justice advocacy have been directly influenced by UU involvement in marriage equality efforts

·         Challenges we face – broad agenda; as soon as you set 85 priorities, and there will be 86 J
·         One thing J.B. likes about UUSC – groups focus on a maximum of 3 issues.

·         He likes Marriage Equality because he feels UU’s are uniquely poised to make a difference on this issue.

·         When J. B. started in 1973, he was the only straight person, the only religious leader.  He was the only person invited to address ¾ million people – when he asked how many had been in a UU meeting house, ½ million raised their hands.

·         His church in Knoxville has a history of being attacked. In 1949, it was the only racially integrated church in Tennessee.  When they hosted an MCC church in the ‘70’s, all the windows were shot out.

·         His “moment” – doing a funeral for a woman who’d been in a relationship with her partner for over 50 years.  At GA in the mid-1990’s, he went to the microphone and asked for a point of personal privilege and told this story, asking gays, lesbians, bisexual and transgender individuals in committed relationships to join him on stage.  Hundreds did.  He pointed to this as the teleological suspension of the ethical as effective to religious witness.

·         The work has been and continues to be tremendously satisfying.

·         Another good reason for choosing this issue is that it WILL be a winning issue.  Not only because it’s about love, but faith and hope.  We will win it within our lifetime, perhaps in little over a decade.  2020 - 10 states with full equality, 10 states with “all but name”.  By then, can use 14th amendment to challenge Federal DOMA.

·         Marriage is the way to full human dignity. – Evan Wolfson
·         Role of UU’s is important.  When we do our best work, we do it as catalysts.  We need to be strategic in picking our issues where we have weight and can get allies.

·         GOALS:  Increase number of straight allies and increase number of religious groups.  It’s a struggle in the UU community to write other people off prematurely.

·         Example:  minister wrapped the area in a ribbon and declared it a hate-free zone.  “We oppose this proposition because it divides and foments discrimination and hatred, and that’s a poor basis to form human community.”  Roman diocese showed up.  Four square gospel church (?) signed on.

·         General methodology

o   As tax-exempt non-profits, a lot of work needs to be in the form of education; saves us from IRS wrath.

o   We’re preaching to the choir; we need to broaden the base.  Need to bring together other religious organizations.  Including opposition helps – they have a tendency to make themselves look ludicrous.

o   Public education things can be done in any setting, not just at legislative level.

o   When you’re at the legislative level, legislators who support equal marriage do not get defeated for re-election. Those who oppose equal marriage go down.  Check www.freedomtomarry.org website for info (actual link: http://www.freedomtomarry.org/pdfs/pro-marriage_legislators_win_elections.pdf)

o   Women legislators said they knew what barriers existed to keep them out of the legislature, they were not about to inscribe discrimination into the constitution.

o   Majority of funding for Freedom to Marry comes from Foundations.  Staff of 7 people (web manager, organizer of organizers, etc.)  They help channel funding for the movement to where it helps – Marriage Collaborative sure state organizations receive their funding.

o   New Jersey affiliate is probably the best organized in the country.

o   When the court makes a decision in favor of marriage, be prepared to deal with a backlash.

o   Post-election polling provides vital information.

o   Drawing on experience of other civil rights movements – educating people.  Ex: when inter-racial marriages went through their fight.  Some states passed additional laws that were more racist, while others passed laws that weren’t.  Patchwork civil rights campaign – it’s not just one big war, it’s several battles.

·         Dealing with disappointments, like California (crushing blow).  Arguments/lies that caused the biggest problem:

o   Children will be taught same-sex behavior in school (Reality is, it’s not teaching sexual behavior, it’s teaching family structures – Lexington, MA/Joseph Estrabrook Elementary school; see http://www.boston.com/news/local/massachusetts/articles/2007/02/24/same_sex_teaching_upheld/)

o   Churches will be told who they have to marry (Civil marriage is NOT going to force churches to perform marriages they don’t want to perform.)

o   Can only be fought with a lot of education

·         Strategy meeting – making sure we all know who our state organizations are.

o   Value in “losing forward” – turn defeat to our advantage.

o   Equality Advocates – PA

o   Equality Florida

·         Opinion doesn’t break down by anything (race, creed, gender, education) – only age!!! 

·         Q&A

o   MD – chipping away at rights, working towards full equality.  There is no clear path on a bill getting voted on; still determining who will take the lead, building the coalition.  African-American vote is important.

o   Strong support in upstate NY.

o   NJ will be next – may approve gay marriage this year, as predicted by Bishop Spong.

o   MI – multiple allies working to overturn amendment.  How do you fight the state constitutional amendments?  Ultimately can’t survive against 14th amendment.

o   RI – waiting for next governor?  Stay in touch with GLAD – believe there is a shot.

·         Don’t bother trying to influence the new UUA president to do anything about Legislative Ministries.  They’ll be too busy doing retrenchment.  None of the staffing will be as strong.  Lot of anxiety, rearranging of the deck chairs.

·         Resources

o   Check out book Straightforward: How to Mobilize Heterosexual Support in Gay Rights.
o   David Patterson’s speech when he introduced the bill

o   Brief from California legislature when they passed marriage equality.

o   Steve Schmidt – I didn’t quite catch what this was

o   Upcoming book, A House for Hope – Buehrens & Rebecca Parker coming out next winter

·         Unholy trinity…

o   Patriarchal society/religion;

o   Substitute for Jesus – libertarian selfishness;

o   Traditional business focused on short-term profits and extraction industry (not sure I got that right?). 

o   All three are in collapse (Yay!)

·         Practice the prophet-hood of all true believers…discerning the signs of the times in multiple voices.  Do not become a network of networks that looks for the same formula in all contexts.  But do practice that prophet-hood of all believers.  Shape history; don’t be pushed around by it.
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