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2007 Legislative Report








	The 2007 Maryland General Assembly session, which ended on April 9, was a very


	successful one for UULM-MD priority issues.





	Global Warming





	UULM-MD supported two pieces of legislation to reduce global warming.  The


	Clean Cars Act (SB 103 & HB 131) successfully passed both houses and was signed


	into law by the Governor on April 23.  This law will reduce passenger vehicle		emissions of toxic air pollution by thousands of tons each year, and will bring more 	advanced technology vehicles, like hybrid cars, to Maryland.





	The Global Warming Solutions Act (SB 409 & HB 890) is a broader bill that aims to


	reduce greenhouse gas emissions to 1990 levels by 2020.  While this bill did not


	pass, it did move farther and garnered more support than anyone expected.





	Civil Rights of Same-Sex Couples





	UULM-MD helped defeat two bills, SB 564 and HB 919, that proposed adding a


	new section to the Maryland Constitution to establish that only a marriage between 


	a man and a woman is a valid marriage in the state.





	Health Care


	


	On March 16, HB 754 was approved by the House of Delegates, 102-37.  It provides	health care for 100,000 Marylanders through a $1 increase in the tobacco tax. 		Unfortunately, in spite of the best efforts of a large health care coalition that included 


	UULM-MD, the bill did not pass in the Senate.  Efforts will continue for Senate 


	passage in 2008.





	Darfur


	


	The 2007 Darfur Protection Act—Divestiture from the Republic of Sudan (HB 1336 &  	& SB 543) passed both houses and was signed by the Governor on April 11.








UULM-MD is funded in part by the UU Fund for Social Responsibility and the UU Service Committee.


